Hello Careers students

You can use the following links to research costs and print your findings to add to your budget assignment report.  These sites have many interesting topics and items, take your time and investigate your options, you may change your mind!

If you find links that should be added here, please paste them into a word document, using the same format as below, and put in my drop-off folder.

To find a car and costs use 

http://www.leasebusters.com/
To find a house use 

http://www.mls.ca/
To find mortgage costs and amortization schedules use 

http://www.canadamortgage.com/RatesShow/ShowRates.cfm
Cable and internet costs 

Rogers http://www.shoprogers.com/homeen.asp
Bell http://www.bell.ca/home/?accept=true
Dry Cleaners

http://www.cadetdrycleaners.com/HTML/CService.html
Food

http://www.mrcase.ca/
Site for insurance quotes

http://www.kanetix.ca
Income tax chart for Ontario

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tax/individuals/faq/taxrates-e.html
http://www.2ontario.com/welcome/bctx_606.asp
http://www.ey.com/GLOBAL/content.nsf/Canada/Tax_-_Calculators_-_2007_Personal_Tax
Student debt has high cost 
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Students at Canada's community colleges — long seen as the most affordable wing of the Ivory Tower — are running up an alarming amount of debt that threatens to scare off the very young people governments want to attract to higher learning, a new report warns. 

This year, 44 per cent of community college students have borrowed more than $10,000 for their education — up from 32 per cent just three years ago. 

And the percentage of students with debts of more than $15,000 has surged to 29 per cent from just 17 per cent three years ago, says a report on student debt by the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation, a non-profit body created by the federal government to encourage participation in post-secondary education. 

This level of financial burden may deter the very students who already enrol in college in lower numbers — aboriginal youth, the disabled and students whose parents did not go on past high school, says Tyler Charlebois, director of advocacy for Ontario's College Student Alliance. 

"We're concerned the fear factor from such high debt will make these under-represented groups even more worried about going on to college — which is a problem because the college system has been seen as the post-secondary option they're more likely to consider, with shorter programs more focused on careers and lower tuition," said Charlebois. 

But why has debt gone up so much when Ontario has just come through a two-year tuition freeze? 

Tuition accounts for only 21 per cent of the cost of going to college or university, says Andrew Parkin, the Millennium Scholarship Foundation's director of research — beside the rising cost of rent, books, mandatory student fees and transportation. 

"So when you freeze tuition, you're freezing only 21 per cent of the student's costs," said Parkin. 

As well, a growing number of college students have switched from the university system, where they earned a degree — and debt — and now bring both with them to college as they earn another credential, he said. 

And while college programs do cost less than university — $1,920 a year on average for college in Ontario, compared to roughly $4,900 a year for university — many college programs cost more, says Charlebois. The most expensive college program in the province is Sheridan College's computer animation program, at $11,950 a year for tuition alone. 

The report also shows that while the percentage of university students with debt has remained relatively stable at 59 per cent — with an average debt load of $24,047 — studies show students with higher debt are more likely to drop out before graduating, said Parkin. 

"So we need to ensure there are enough grants and bursaries (that don't have to be paid back) to make sure students don't incur such high debt that they drop out," he said.

